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Addreſſed to the Merchants and Gentlemen 


of the Reprijal diet fs feng m pf 
Privuteerſ. 


GENTLEMAN, 


4 


314 ieee <6 
I % That Engliſimen newer know their 
dun ſtrength until they have heen well 
% drubbed, like a walnut: tree, and that 
then they bring forth the proper; fruits 
* of exertion,” Having nom run tlir 
gauntlet of this diſcipline in the preſent 
contelt with America, and being open. 
the exe of trying an Admiral op à Getick 
tal, the publie may hope, notwithitand. 
" oy * alarming eriſis of fades, 
B that 


( 2 ) 

that as in the year 1759, the honor and 
dignity of his Majeſty's crown will be 
again reſtored by the joint exertion of our 
fleets and armies. 


It may juſtly be obſerved, that the 
luſtre of the Britiſh arms was never ſo 


| tarniſhed in the eyes of the European 
nations as at preſent, and it requires but 


little political ſagacity to foreſee, that 
this year is big with events of the utmoſt 
importance to the commercial intereſts 


of Great Britain. The enſuing cam- 


paign therefore will require more vigor- 
ous meaſures both by ſea and land, than 
ever this country was called forth to en- 
force. But where is the Fabius capable 
of doing it? Have we not too much 
reaſon to dread that in the death of Lord 

Chatham, we loſt the only Man who 
cauld direct the helm of public affairs in 


the ent ſtorm? ? This great man, 


weighed 


— 


n 
weighed down with the preffure of bur 
misfortunes, fell in the action of politi- 
cal debate; as Marſhal Keith wiſhed ts 


fall in the field. With him died all that 


boldneſs of military ſcheme and enter- 
priſe of war, which ſhould ever be the 
reigning characteriſtic of a Britiſh miniſ- 
ter. How would Marlborough, Argyt, 
or Stair, be affected, were they to look 
down upon the loſs this country has 
ſuſtained? The happineſs of heaven 
itſelf would not prevent the tender tear of 
pr from K. in ſuch a case! 


"i? 


_ 1 ” 


As at preſent adminiſtration ſeem to 
be puzzled, in regard to the military and 
naval operations that are proper to de 
purſued; ; I ſhall beg leave to ſuggeſt the 
following hint, as worthy of their ſerious 
conſideration, and of that of the Aſſocia- 
tion, Gentlemen, you belong to. 


B 2 It 


— 
9 the, ad 
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It is a fingular fact, that notwithſtand- 


ing the French and Spaniards ſuffered the 
property of our Britiſn merchants to be 
condemned in their ports, contrary to the 
good faith of treaties and the eſtabliſhed 
laws of nations, that the novelty of the 
inſult never ſuggeſted the following me- 
thod of repriſal to the Board of Admiral- 
iy; 'viz. That ten or twenty fail of our 
frigates and floops of war ſhould have 
taken on board Algerine or Tuniſian com- 


miſſions. Under ſanction of them, they 
might have carried on the ſame piratical 


mode of capture of French and Spaniſh” 
Mips as they began in regard to our trade, 
under the name of American commiſſions. 
This important meaſure was overlooked 
by the Board of Admiralty, and it is now 
too late to lament fo fatal a miſtake, The | 
preſent duty. of every real well-wiſher to 
his country is to endeavour to anite all 
parties, 


(s) 
parties, and to bring about a coaleſcence 
of her diſtracted factions. 


* 


The King in hi er to both Houſes 
of Parliament, takes notice: 1. That the 
extenſive commerce of his ſubjects has 
been protected by the vigilance of his 
fleets: adly. That large repriſals have 
been made upon the commerce of our in- 
jurious aggreſſors, by the active and en- 
terpriſing ſpirit of his people, in fitting 
out privatests.— That in time theſe two 
circumſtances will be the means of hum- 
' bling the preſent inſolence. of France, I 
make no doubt... However it is neceſſary 
to remark, that our ſucceſs at firſt in pri- 
vateering might be greatly owing to this 
circumſtance, that the F rench merchants 
were not upon their guard, and therefops 
did n not apply for the neceſſary convoys. 


That individuals in this country are 
rich notwithſtanding the public is poor, 
is 


4 


* 
þ 
LI 
: 
/ 
7 
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is a Wildqueiice” flowing from the im- 
menſe funded debt of this nation. It will 


always however be the intereſt of private 


men in Great Britain to ſupport the fa- 
bric of public credit, by ſuch aſſociated 
Companies as your's, Gentlemen, who fit 
out privateers to diſtreſs the trade of our 
natural enemies. The ſtrength of the na- 


tion in this reſpect was never fully known 


till the preſent diſpute with France. To 


give it all due encouragement and ſta- 
bility in the Mediterranean, the following 


plan ſhould be purſued by government, 
When hoſtilities commence either with | 
France or Spain: viz. That privateering 
afſociated companies ſhould be eſtabliſhed 
at Algiers, Tunis, Tripoli, and wherever 


2482 


vou can conveniently upon the coaſt of Bar- 
bary, toannoy the trade of the above poweis. 
If both theſe nations are at preſent afraid 


of theſe piratical States, er ſurely would 
have 


* 4 


7, 1 


4 » © % 


the Conf that are to cruiſe again them 
are built upon the Engliſh conſtruction, 
commanded by Britiſh officers and man- 
ned partly with Britiſh ſeamen. By this 
meaſure. we ſhould have more men to man 
the navy, as two thirds of the crews of 
theſe Corſairs might be - compoſed of 
Moors or the ſcum of every nation in the 
Mediterranean, The governors of the 
Barbary States would give all encourage; 
ment to theſe aſſociated companies, ſince 
they would have ſo much per cent. upon 
the cargoes of the captures, and it would 
give them an ample opportunity of re- 
taliating upon the French and Spaniards 
for cheir late invaſion of Algiers. It 
would likewiſe be much more to the ad- 
yantage of | the adventurers of theſe aſſo- 
ciated companies to fit out their Corſairs 
from the above ports in Barbary, as there . 


they 


( 9 i ) 

they would have an ample opportunity of 
fopplying thelt ſhips with live ſtock and 
naval ſtores. They would alſo run lets 
fiſk of their captures in the Mediterrane- 
an being retaken, than when they fit out 
their privateers from the youu of London, 
Briſtol, of or Liverpool, 


oy * * * * 
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ulis ts tie kr . Rü 
Anbaſſador. : 


"VERY perſon of military or political 
fſagacity muſt regard it as an iy 
portant overſight in the adminiſtration of 
this country, that in the beginning 9 
the preſent diſpute with America, they 
did nat call in the aſiſtauce of our great 
and worthy ally the Empreſs gf Ruſſia. 
Phe countenance of whoſe arms, crayped 
Vith Turkiſh laurels, would have done 
| this countzy more \crgdit than the hizing 
a ſet of German mercenaries.  Conſider- 
ing che commercial intercourſe ſubbiting 
between Ruſſia and Great Britain, it is 
1 for 


9 
for the mutual advantage of both nations 
to adopt jointly ſuch coercive meaſures as 
will in their conſequences break the power 
and alliance of the Houſe of Bourbon. 
Before I proceed to lay before your Ex- 
cellency the ſcheme of politics neceſſary 
to be adopted, and the various advantages 


that would reſult from it to your State 
and that of Great Britain, it is neceſſary 
to make the following obſervation, viz. 
That Ruſſia wants only a port diſ- 

tant from her preſent ports to exerciſe 
her ſhips in navigation, which would 
render her the moſt aſpiring empire in 
the world. As upon the Baltic ſide her 
freedom of navigation is cramped by the 
Daniſh fort that commands the Sound, 
ſo upon the ſide of the Black-Sea ſhe is 
confined by the Straits of the Dardanelles : 
the grand point then to be attained is a 


. free emancipation from theſe reſtraints 


upon her commerce, The two points of 
import- 


Gn 

importance gained by the Ruſſians in 
their laſt war with the Turks, were, iſt, 
The free navigation of theſe Straits, fo as 

to open a communication with the Me- | 

| diterranean ; and, 2dly, The independency : 
of the Crimea. The Empreſs | knows 
well that ſhe gained the former of theſe. 
two advantages chiefly - by the aſſiſtance 5 
the Engliſh. gave her by refitting and es- 
reening her ſhips at Minorca, and from 
the number of their ſeamen who ſerved ö 
on board of her fleet. It is a fact well 
known, that without the conveniency of 
the harbour of Minorca the Ruſſians could 

not have humbled the Grand Signior ſo 
much as they did laſt war, The immenſe | 
force they had in the Mediterranean-Sea | 
was the means of making ſo great a di- 
verſion of the Turkiſh forges both in 
Greece and near Conſtantinople, (the ſeat 
of empire, ) that Romanzoff had always a 
Manifeſt ſuperiority i in the field. 
C 2 - Having 


Having thus ( proved the importance of 
Minorca to the Ruffians, I proceed to 
pjropoſe the total ceſſion of it ts the Em- 
preſb upon the following terms. That 
ſhe älffiſt Great Britain at preſent with a 

ſtrong fleet and powerful army in the fub= 
jugation of America. No perſon can 
point out of what great commercial uſe 
Mimorca is to us, but 'a dead weight 
of expenice hanging upon the eck of 
this country. It is a fact well Known 
among the officers of the naby, that the 
loſs of it laſt war; after the affair of Ad- 


mital Byng, made our ctuifets in the . 


Mediterranean mere weil chan they 
had been belote. F 


. has ceſſion dt e to the Rufffths 
would be attended with the followin 's f 
iel adväntage ges 1 Great Kiran. 88 


1ſt. 
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iſt. It would ſave an immenſe anttull 
expence in the maintenance of the gattt=" 
ſons of Fort St. Philip and the other forts 
of inferior note in that iſland, and would 
enable us to double garriſon Gibraltar 
upon any emergency. | OY 


2dly. It would be introducing 4 new 
rival power into the Mediterranean t6' 
humble the pride of the French and Spa- 
niards, which would render the Bourbon 
alliance. leſs formidable in the eyes of 
Europe than it ſeems at rad | 


zdly. The confideration of tHis cefffon 
to the Ruſſians would call forth the utmoſt 
exertion of their empire to ſubj ugate 
America c 1 eduntry. FO 


Fibel thus from an dabtrof f 6 
pfoved the importance of Minorta to be 


ſo 


n) | 
ſo great to the Ruſſian empire, that with- 
out it their fleet could not have kept the 
Mediterranean-Sea i in their laſt war with 
the. Turks: and having ventured to aſſert 
that this iſland i is of little or no importance 
in its preſent Rate to the commerce of 
Great Britain, I proceed to prove that the 


ceſſion of it to the Empreſs of Ruſſia will 


. 


be attended with the greateſt political ad- 
vantages to the general peace of Europe, | 
and to the commercial intereſts of both 


che above nations. 


the above particulars and the following 
propoſition, to the candid conſideration of 
your Excellency, © | 


I ſhall beg leave to appeal the merits of 


478 


n Ef 7% | 4 | : 
Let the financiers of Ruſſia only eſti - 


mate the immenſe expence of tranſporting 


and maintaining their fleet and army in 
the Archiepelago laſt war; let them on 


tho 


4 8-2 
the other hand ſtate the importance of the 


preſent _ propoſition of having a fixed 


point of poſſeſſion in the Mediterranean, 


they will find a great reduction of expence 
accruing to their ſtate from the following 
circumſtances. © N 


1ſt. The vicinity of Minorca to Mar- 
ſeilles and the coaſt of France, will deter 


the French from taking an active part 
againſt the Empreſs of Ruſſia, ſo as to 
ſupply the Turks with officers and mili- 
tary ſtores in time of war. 0A 

. 2dly. The conveniency of this harbour 
is ſuch, that by all ſeamen it is reckoned 
the completeſt in the Mediterranean to 
contain a large fleet. 1ſt. It has little or: 
no flux or reflux of tide: It is land-locked. 
and conſequently free from all the incon- 
veniency of a ſwelling ſea. adly. Cloſe 


under the ſhore there is from ten to fif- 


team 


| 
| 
| 


' hen fathoms depth of water. Such a na- 


tion as the RuGans, ſo active in improve- 
ment, would ſoon erect proper docks. 
VNotwithſtanding there is no regular eb- 
ding ar flowing af the tide to any conũ- 
derable degree in the Mediterranean, yet 
this defect might be remedied by engines, 
which in the courſe of a few hours would 
pump out the water contained in the 
flaek, or by having a large reſervoir helgw 
the level of the dock, the water contained 
in it might have vent as ſoon as the flood- 
gates towards the harbour are ſhut. Thus 
ſhips of the largeſt ſize might be calked 
aud (carcencd in leis time than they are 
at preſent by the tedious and inconyenient 
methed of having down, which is the 
methad generally uſed in the Mediterra- 


a. Suppoſing zhe Nudians ware 49 
aþ& Great Britain with thirty ſhips of 


261 the 
* , 8 . 


t 7 1 


the line 3 forty thouſand n men in the 


ſubjugation of America. When that 15 
effected, Minorca ſnould be KW” to them 
FER following terms, That for ts 
Eves i the ey 7 always keep in n that iflnd à 
standing force of t twenty dea mien. 80 
great an army kept there at the joint 
expence of the courts of Great Britain 
and Ruſſia would be the beſt ofentive 
and defenfive league chat they could 
enter into, With the good will of 


the Barbary States and the co-operition 


of the Britiſh flects, they would keep the - 
E of France and Sp ain in 1 the LA 


nuaf alarm of an 2 and Woüld 


make the Grand Sight ighior + themble in fits 
= 445 af Conflantinopl E, Tweiry thous 
e 158 would chars 4 
bs of fry thouſand med vl 
rs call of Greece, aud in the aa . 
bourhood of cr ien a 
increaſe the * of ths Ruſtans upoti 
| 5 A the 


1 | 

the Crimea. Thus it might always be 
in the power of Great Britain and Ruſſia 
to harraſs the troops of the above powers 
by continual alarms, and put their reſpec- 
tive governments to immenſe expence in 
erecting additional fortifications for the 
ſecurity of their coaſts. 


It is a fact well known, that ſome of 
the beſt officers we had in the Duke 
of Marlborou gh's wars, were bred at 
Tangier, a garriſon in the Straits of 
Gibraltar, ceded to England by the 
Court of Portugal i in the time of Charles 
the Second. If ſuch was the caſe in 


former times, have we not every reaſon 


to hope from the preſent plan of military 
policy I have laid before your Excellency, 
that the German obſervation in regard to 
Britiſh officers, will no longer hold good ; 
Viz. That they are excellent officers to 


command a brigade or battalion, but ſel- 


dom 
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dom have experience enough to campre- 
hend the grand evolutions of a great ar- 
my ? From this defect in the Britiſh ſer- 
vice they require a military inſtitution of 
the following nature, viz. That of a hun- 


dred royal cadets, who ſhould be main- 


tained at the public expence, and ſent into 
the ſervice of the different European na- 
tions then at war one with another. The 
advantages that would reſult from ſuch 
an inſtitution require no commentary. 


Great Britain with the alliance of Ruf- 
ſia upon the forementioned terms, would 
always have it in her power to humble 


the pride and inſolence of the Houſe of 


Bourbon. It would have this additional 
merit, it would command the neutrality 
of the Italian States, and make the States 
of Barbary independent of the Ottoman 
Port. 


D 2 | But 


| . 
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But to conelude this political and mi- 
litary diſſertation. Have not the Moors 
a natjonal antipathy to the French and 
$paniards? Have not the latter lately felt 
the truth of this aſſertion i in their attempt 
to inyade Al giers? If the Moors were ſo 


able to repel this ßen. does it nos 


tain might always — i in her power 10 
draw an immenſe army from the canti- 
nent of Africa to invade Spain or the 
ſouthern provinces of France? The iſſue 
of this | depends vpn the ſolution of the 
Are Mahometan 
prejudices 0 grong that military experi- 
ener, wt not even poing out the neceffity 
of overcoming them? If it is anſwered 
in the negative, the only ſteps preparatory 
ig the execution of the above ſchames are 
as follow: 1, That proper drilling ſer- 
geants and corporals ſhould be ſent from 

the 


5 48 
the garriſons of Minorca and Gibraltar, 
to teach the Mooriſh infantry the Euro- 
pean art of war. 2dly, Ta jntroduce 
among their horſe cither the ſteadineſs af 
charging in ſquadrons, or the flying evo- 
lutions of light horſe and huſſars. What 
the Numidian cavalry were at Canng, the 
Romans were taught by fatal experience. 


Inſtead of Great Britain heing threg- 


tened with an invaſion, ſhe could always \ 


with the Ruſſian draughts from Minorca, 
and the aſſiſtance of the States of Barbary, 
be able to land a large army <ither in 


France or Spain. 


It is ridiculous to ſuppoſe, that the 


eſtabliſh her independency. Conſidered 


only. a5 a certain {ouree from whence this 
| coun- 


nayy of Great Britain is any longer to 
reign ſovereign of the ocean, if America 


— — — 2 
* * 


A Later n 
Pa 0 # - * 2 


— — — — — - — — — — — 
— — — — = 
— — Y 2 4 a FM p - 4 — _ © w7 — 
. 2 * 2 2 
— wg» A—— : | | - - = 
— OE ot; NE RI I N cath ä — — = 
4 "= 
by * * 5 AS vw _ — * o = 
i 1 


. 
1 1 gs Hos 
nee 0 


. FAC GA 
— m ̃˙—.L1 7 I a 
\ . o « 1 „ * 


Wo 


are 


— done RAS i A 6 2 


- - 
— — —————_—_—_———_—_— 
- = by - q oY * - 
— d ; Py - — 
— + 
— ä — — 5 — — —— D2“¾ ES — — bo - - 
* * q _ — „ 22 & 
. 
1 


„ 22 
n 333 
* . ö — 
„„ hg NT A — 


- 


( * 
country can derive CE ſtores, indepen- 


dent of m_ other country, the ſubju- 


gation of it 18 of infinite importance to 
Great Britain. ; 


The preſent ſcheme has. this merit, 


that it points out the moſt effectual means 


of humbling the pride of France, of ſe- 
curing the good will of the Empreſs of 
Ruſſia, and of introducing a ſcheme of 
African politics, which will call home 
the attention of France from the affairs 
of America, to thoſe of more vital im- 
portance to her peace at home. For 
when the various events of paſt ages are 

laid open to our view, when the different 


revolutions of the European kingdoms 


are diſcovered to us, when the curtain 
chat veils the deſtiny of mighty ſtates 
and empires is withdrawn, and . page 
of hiſtory is ſpread before us, then may 

1 


yo 
A 
we juſtly conclude that no other ſcheme 


than the above can ever clip the wings of 


the perfidy of France, or prevent her 

from being for the future what ſhe has 

4 always been, the common firebrand of 
war among the European nations. 


LETTER 


— — 


8 
. > LS OFT» ES on — — 


— — — 
— >a. ah > — 2 
— — <tr nr nes > ba 


1 —_—— 
— — — — — 
CEC mma ET ITT TEST 


CRY 
” - 


— EN 


. 4 — 
² —d!1 —— — — — — 
8 


* — 
EEG as, 
. 
— — 


2 


— 
a 
. p79 


ORD IS + DOR eons 
* ' * 2 n 


TY . 


. ane e 


Pd 


SET i — : voy 
e 
ge ES r : 


tos 


( 2 ) 


* 0 


LETTER II. 


Addreſſed to the Lord fc * of ebe 
Court of King Bench, and other Frdgh 
of the Criminal Law in this Country, 


1 
* -. 


4 


MY LORDS, 


T is 4 curibus circumſtance, that the 
preſent difpute with America has obſt- 
ged the legiſlature_of Great Britain, to 
alter the mode of penal puniſhment in- 
flicted on felons, As the preſent plan 
adopted in imitation of the French gal- 
leys is only to be regarded as a temporary 
one, 1 Mall k beg leave to prove the im- 
; propriety of it it, from the following reaſons, 
Which * duly C onſidered wi cou⸗ 
vince your Lordthips of the propiiety df 
the ſcheme bean t. to propoſe. ; 
E The 


(|) 


The preſent plan is improper from the 
following reaſon, that the felons are all 
kept together, without any diſcrimina- 
tion, of crime, rank or character. Tt 
may then juſtly be obſerved, is this cir- 
cumſtance, likely to improve theſe unfor- 
tunate men or not? No furely, ſince the 
laſt ſtate of each individual's character 


muſt be more abandoned than the firſt. 
If he is poſſeſſed with one devil when 


he is ſent from. Newgate on board of the 
Hulk, he will certainly be poſſeſſed with 
ſeven, when the term of his puniſhment 


is expired. 


Tho various kinds of government give 
riſe to a diverſity of modes of puniſhment, 
yet there are ſome fundamental princi- 
ples, in which they ſhould all agree. 
iſt. The puniſhment ſhould be propor- 
tionate to the offence. 2dly. The na- 
r ture 


3 » 
türe of it ſhould'be fuch as to Ae a 
tendency to reform the manners and mo- 
rals of the delinquent. zduly. The term 
and mode of pteſent puniſhment ſhould 
be fuch, as to ſerve as an apprenticeſhip 
to future induſtry. All theſe are ſelf-evi- 
dent propoſitions, and require only the 
following illuſtration to prove to your 
Lordſhips, and the legiſlature of this 
country; That in the puniſhment | of 
criminals in England, they adopted an 
improper method, in tranſporting them 
to America, and in the preſent mode, 


of making them work upon the Thames. 


To ew the abſurdity of the firſt idea, 
it is only neceſſary to mention a ſimilar 
one ih Scotland. In that part of Great 
Britain, when a pero commits 'an of- 
fence contrary to the good order and peace 
of the county he belongs to, the ſheriff 
baniſhes him to the neighbouring county, 
or in other words gives him a paſſport 
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Thus the inhabitants of the Northern 
cquntigs arc enabled at the public charge 


ta travel South to England, and baye an 


intereſt in diſturbing the peage of their 
country, nce by that they are tranſported 


to a better. Such was the caſe with the 
i dal formerly tranſported to Ame. 
ties. 10 . 


Wm mode. of puniſhing felons 


oblige them ta work in coal. or lead mines, 
as they da iv Ruſſia and Sweden. This 

meaſure, would be attended with the fol- 
lowing advantages ta the public: 16, 
The felgns cauld maintain, themſelves, in 


this king of labpur without, burdening 


the. community with a heavy charge, as 
they. are at preſent. adly. The ſecurity of 


_ confinement, is, far more certain in a coal 


ar ad ming, than, an kqard of the hulk, 
& ſmall guard at the mouth of the pit 


would 
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would be - ſufficient to keep in a -e 
number o of felons below. If they are mu⸗ 
tinous or refractory, and refuſe to do the 


taſk of labour aſſigned them, the guard above | 


can either ſtarve them out of their rebel- 


lious ſpirit, or adopt the method uſed by . 


the Dutch: viz. B ſtopping the fire- 
engine they muſt, cither work or drown, 
as the ey reward of their ions, 


That it is now. | become a difficult matter 
to ſecure the felons on. board. of the hulks 


may eaſily be ſeen, from the late inſure - 


rections againſt their keepers, and from 
the number of them that have. eſcaped 
at different times. It was, a great over- 
fight in governmen t. when they | paſſed 


the preſent act for the puniſhment. af 
the eonvicts, that they did not fix upon 
ſome place more diſtant from the metro- 


polis, where if any of them got looſe 
ſrom their confinement, there would be 
a 


. * 


—— — 


Ro 
— — —— — 


( 30 ) | 
Aa greater probability of retaking them, 
before they reached Londen, 1 _ o 
concealment. e al Bids 


The beſt obſervation upon the criminal 
puniſhment” of this- country is this, that 
the term of puniſhment ſhould always 
ſerve as an apprenticeſhip to future in- 
duſtry. That this would be the caſe 
according to the preſent plan propoſed I 
ſhall prove from the following reaſon. | 
That each felon before one year of his 
term of labour is expired would be fuf- 
| ficiently expert in the art of coal working 
or mining, ſo as to maintain himſelf, and 
have an overplus, which ſhould be kept 
in the hands of the overſeer, until the 
term of his puniſhment is expired. If 
he has behaved well, this ſum of money 
| ſhould then be reſtored to him as the 
proper reward of his induſtry and tefor- 


mation. In former times it was the mode 
| of 


f 
1 
1 
2 


C3 0 
of puniſhment for felons in Scotland, that 
they obliged them to work in the coal mines, 


but ĩt was attended with this feudal rigour 


and ſeverity, that the fins of the fathers 
were viſited upon the children. If one 
of their children worked in the coal pit 
for one year and a day, he was to all pur- 
poſes a bound ſlave for life. It is only 
within theſe three or four years, that an 


act of parliament was obtained to aboliſh 


a cuſtom, ſo inconſiſtent with the ideas 


of humanity, and ſo diſgraceful to the 


laws of that country. It was ſurely an 


overſight in the a& for the abolition of 


juriſdictions in Scotland, that they did 
not include the above claſs of men, and 
emancipate them from their ſtate of ſer- 
vitude. The merit of obtaining the above 
act may juſtly be claimed by the preſent 
coal proprietors of Scotland, and to their 
honour be it obſerved, that this act of 


parliament 


EX - 
parliament now completes the circle of 
freedom iti Great Bfitain and Ireland, 
which never coufd be deemedfo,: fo long 
4s the above ufage, 15 Uiateteically op- 
polite to the true ſpirit of liberty, was 
left nhabotiſhed and onrepealed. 
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